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Maundy Thursday                                                                      April 9, 2020  
Throughout the years Maundy Thursday has been a night that we have been able to celebrate the institution of the Lord’s 
Supper, consider its wonderful significance, and receive its blessings as we partake in this special meal that the Lord Jesus 
gave to his church.  Tonight, sadly, we must forego a celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Current global concerns will keep us 
from gathering as a congregation at the Lord’s Table this evening.  While Christians surely desire to be strengthened and 
comforted by the Lord’s Supper, we also recognize that there are times when the normal celebration of Communion is not 
possible (Christians serving in a war zone, for believers who are home-bound because of sickness or infirmity, etc.).  While we 
are saddened by this circumstance for many reasons, we take comfort in knowing that we have the means of grace in two 
forms—Word and Sacrament.  For that reason, we give thanks for the power of his Word and with eager anticipation we look 
forward to the day when the current crisis has abated, and we can again gather in the Lord’s house and at his Table.  May this 
time away instill in us an even greater appreciation for these blessings when we again gather for public worship.   

M:     In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

INSTRUCTION FOR THE END OF LENT 

M:  In this Lenten season we have heard again how our Lord walked the path of suffering 
which led him to the cross for our salvation. We have also heard our Lord’s call to 
intensify our struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God 
and one another. This is the struggle to which we were committed at Baptism; God’s 
forgiveness and the power of his Spirit to amend our lives continue with us because of 
his love for us in Jesus our Savior. 

 Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace and new life. In the 
absolution, we receive forgiveness as from God himself. This absolution we should not 
doubt but firmly believe that our sins are thus forgiven before God in heaven, for it 
comes to us in the name and by the command of our Lord. 

 We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be servants to 
each other, as Jesus became our servant. 

 In Holy Communion the members of Christ’s body participate most intimately in his love. 
Remembering our Lord’s Last Supper with his disciples, we long to eat the bread and 
drink the cup of this meal. The Lord’s Supper is a special gift for together we receive the 
Lord’s gift of his body and blood for forgiveness and participate in that new covenant 
that makes us one with him and one another. The Lord’s Supper is a foretaste of the great 
banquet we will share with all the faithful when our Lord returns, the joyous culmination 
of our reconciliation with God and each other. 

 We praise God for that gift that he gives to His Church and wait with eager anticipation to 
enjoy it again.   

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

M: It was for our sins that Jesus willingly shed his body and blood.   

 Let us consider the price he paid for our sins and for the sins of the whole world.   

Silence for meditation  

M:   Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness. 

C: Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess to you that I have not loved you with all 
my heart.  I have pursued my ways instead of your ways, in what I have done and 
left undone.  I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself.  For this I 
deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  I am truly sorry for my sins.  
I repent of them.  I beg for your mercy, O Lord. 
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M:   O Lord, forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ, who suffered and died for us. 
C:  Cleanse me from my sins.  Release me from my guilt.  Grant me your Holy Spirit to 

amend my sinful life. 
 
M: Almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all.  For his sake 

God forgives us our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light.  Therefore, 
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
C:  Amen. 
 

Song of Praise: “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” 311 v 1-2 (music on final page)  
 

1]  Soul, adorn yourself with gladness; Leave behind all gloom and sadness. 
Come into the daylight’s splendor; There with joy your praises render 
Unto him whose grace unbounded Has this wondrous supper founded. 
Though he reigns above most holy, Deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 
 
2]  Hasten as a bride to meet him, And with loving rev’rence greet him, 
For with words of life immortal He is knocking at your portal. 
Open wide the gates before him, Saying, as you there adore him 
Grant, Lord, that I now receive you, That I nevermore will leave you. 
  
First Lesson                                Exodus 12:1-14 

 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 “This month is to be for you the first 
month, the first month of your year. 3 Tell the whole community of Israel that on the 
tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamba for his family, one for each 
household. 4 If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with 
their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You 
are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will 
eat. 5 The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take 
them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the 
month, when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. 7 

Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the 
doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. 8 That same night they are to eat 
the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. 9 

Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it over the fire—head, legs and 
inner parts. 10 Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must 
burn it. 11 This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your 
sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the LORD’s 
Passover. 12 “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every 
firstborn—both men and animals—and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I 
am the LORD. 13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when 
I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike 
Egypt. 14 “This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall 
celebrate it as a festival to the LORD—a lasting ordinance. 
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Psalm 116:10-14 

How can I repay the LORD for all his goodness to me?  
I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD.   

 

10 I believed; therefore I said, “I am greatly afflicted.”  
11 And in my dismay I said, “All men are liars.”  
12 How can I repay the LORD for all his goodness to me?  
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD.  
14 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people.  
 
C: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the 

beginning is now and will be forever.  Amen.   
 

 
Second Lesson                     HEBREWS 10:15-25  
  

15 The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: 16“This is the covenant I 
will make with them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts, 
and I will write them on their minds.” 17 Then he adds: “Their sins and lawless acts I will 
remember no more.”18 And where these have been forgiven, there is no longer any 
sacrifice for sin. 19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy 
Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the 
curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let 
us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with 
pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is 
faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 
deeds. 25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let 
us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 

Verse of the Day:  34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another.  (John 13:34)  
  
  
 
The Gospel                    Matthew 26:14-30   

 

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus 

14 Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief priests 15 and 
asked, “What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?” So they counted out for 
him thirty silver coins. 16 From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over. 
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The Lord’s Supper 

17 On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 
“Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 

18 He replied, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says: My 
appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.’ 
” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover. 

20 When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they 
were eating, he said, “I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me.” 

22 They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely not I, Lord?” 

23 Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray 
me. 24 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays 
the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.” 

25 Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” 

Jesus answered, “Yes, it is you.”a 

26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 

27 Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you. 28 This is my blood of theb covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I 
drink it anew with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

30 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

  
  
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord  
 
 

 C:   Praise be to you, O Christ (spoken) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Hymn: Twas on that Dark, that Doleful Night CW # 136 
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Sermon Text:  Luke 22:47, 48  
 

The Battle is Personal  
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NICENE CREED 
  
  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
           maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, 
           God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
           begotten not made, of one being with the Father. 
       Through him all things were made. 
        For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
           was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
           and became fully human. 
       For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
       He suffered death and was buried. 
       On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
       He ascended into heaven 
           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
       He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
           and his kingdom will have no end. 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
           the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
           who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
           who has spoken through the prophets. 
       We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
       We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
       We look for the resurrection of the dead 
           And the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
  
  

Offering: Please mail in your offering as we continue to support the work of spreading 
the gospel throughout our community and the world.   

 
 

Responsive Prayer: 
M: Lord Jesus, on the night in which you were betrayed, you gave your church the new 

covenant of your body and blood.  All the sacrifices of Old Testament times were 
fulfilled in you. 

C:  We thank you for fulfilling all of the ancient ordinances and prophecies. 
  

M:  You instituted the Holy Sacrament of your body and blood for our forgiveness and 
for the strengthening of our faith. 

C:       Help us appreciate this personal way in which you come to us and long for the 
time when we can enjoy the supper again.   

  

M: Draw us to regular use of your life-giving meal that we may eat and drink in your 
presence. 

C: Assure us through this precious meal, that we are at one with you and each 
other. 
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M: Direct us to your eternal kingdom where, with robes washed white in your blood, we 
will sit down with you at the heavenly feast of bliss and love. 

C:  Give to us a renewed appreciation for the Lord’s Supper.  Let all of our 
celebrations of Holy Communion be a foretaste of the heavenly joy to come. 

  
  
  

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
       as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
        and the power and the glory 
         forever and ever. Amen   

  

 
THE BLESSING  
 
 

M:     Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  
Live in harmony with one another.  

           Serve the Lord with gladness.   
 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace. 

 
 
C: Amen 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Closing Hymn: “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” CW # 98 
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