The Son of God Goes Forth To War - Midweek Lenten Service # 6
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Opening Hymn: “In the Hour of Trial” CW # 116

LENT

116 In the Hour of Trial
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1 In the hour of tri - al, Je - sus, plead for me

2 With  for - bid - den plea - sures Should this vain world charm
3 Should your mer - cy send me Sor - row, toil, and woe,
4 When my life is end - ing, Though in grief or pain,
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Lest by base de - ni - al 1 un - wor - thy be.
Or its tempt - ing trea - sures Spread to work me  harm,

Or should pain at - tend me On my path be - low,
When my bod -y chang - es Back to dust a - gain,
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When you see me wa - ver, With a look re - call,
Bring to my re - mem-brance Sad Geth-sem - a - ne
Grant that 1 may nev - er Fail your cross o  view;
On  your truth re - 1y - ing, Through that mor - tal strife,
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Nor for fear or fa - vor Ev - er let me (fall
Or, in dark - er sem - blance, Cross-crowned Cal - va - ry.
Grant that I may ev - er Cast my care on  Yyou.
Je - sus, take me, dy - ing, To e - ter - nal life.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.
Tune: ST. MARY MAGDALENE (65 65 D) John B. Dykes, 1823-76.




EVENING PRAYER
M:  The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening prayer. We thank
you for providing all that we need for body and life. Bless us who have gathered in
your name. Forgive our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort
of your Word, and receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our
living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

PASSION HISTORY: MATTHEW 27:1-16

5. Death and Burial Matthew 27:27-66

The Soldiers Mock Jesus

Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the
whole company of soldiers around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on
him, and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a
staff in his right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of the
Jews!” they said. They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again
and again. After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes
on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

The Crucifixion

As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and they
forced him to carry the cross. They came to a place called Golgotha (which means The
Place of the Skull). There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after
tasting it, he refused to drink it. When they had crucified him, they divided up his
clothes by casting lots. And sitting down, they kept watch over him there. Above his
head they placed the written charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.
Two robbers were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who
passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who are going to
destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the
cross, if you are the Son of God!”

In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked
him. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s the King of Israel!



Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God.
Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘1 am the Son of God.” “ In the
same way the robbers who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him.

The Death of Jesus
From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. About the

ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”—which
means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of those
standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” Immediately one of them ran
and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus
to drink. The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.”

And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.

At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.
The earth shook and the rocks split. The tombs broke open and the bodies of many
holy people who had died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs, and after
Jesus’ resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many people. When
the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and
all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of
God!” Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus
from Galilee to care for his needs. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the
mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee's sons.

The Burial of Jesus
As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who
had himself become a disciple of Jesus. Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and
Pilate ordered that it be given to him. Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean
linen cloth, and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He
rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went away. Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting there opposite the tomb.

The Guard at the Tomb

The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees
went to Pilate. “Sir,” they said, “we remember that while he was still alive that
deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise again.” So give the order for the tomb to be
made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body
and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be
worse than the first.” “Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure
as you know how.” So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the
stone and posting the guard.



Seasonal Response (spoken by all)

All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of
us all. By his wounds we are healed.

Sermon Theme: The Warrior Faces Satan’s Ally: The World

Sermon Text: John 18:38.

38 “What is truth?” Pilate asked. With this he went out again to the Jews and said, “I
find no basis for a charge against him.

Offering: Please mail in your offering as we continue to support the work of
spreading the gospel throughout our community and the world.

PRAYER

Lord God, you anointed your Son to be King for the sake of your church. Help us, as
members of his kingdom, to serve him faithfully and to come to the full knowledge of
his grace and glory, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. C: Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



Prayer for Peace

M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you.
Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may
be set to obey your commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that
we may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen.

Blessing

M: The grace of our Lord t Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn: O Dearest Jesus CW # 117



117 O Dearest Jesus
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1 O dear - est Je - sus, what law have you bro - ken
2 They crown your head with thorns, they smite, they scourge you;
3 Whence come these sor - rows, whence this mor - tal an - guish?
4 What pun - ish - ment so strange is  suf -fered yon - der!
5 The sin - less Son  of God must die in sad - ness;
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That such sharp sen - tence should on you be spo - ken?
With  cru - el mock-ings to the cross they urge you;
It is my sins for  which you, Lord, must lan - guish;
The  Shep-herd dies for sheep that loved to wan - der;
The sin - ful child of man may live in glad - ness;
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of what great crime have you to make con -
They give you gall to drink, they still de -
Yes, all  the wrath, the woe that  you in -
The Mas - ter pays the debt  his ser - vants
We for - feit - ed our lives, yet  are ac -
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fes - sion— What dark  trans - gres - sion?
cry you; They cru - ¢ - fy you.
her - it This | do mer - it
owe him, Who would not know him.
quit - ted— God is com - mit - ted.

6 I'll think upon your mercy without ceasing,
That earth’s vain joys to me no more be pleasing;
To do your will shall be my sole endeavor
Henceforth forever.

7 And when, dear Lord, before your throne in heaven
To me the crown of joy at last is given,
Where sweetest hymns your saints forever raise you,
I too shall praise you.

Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, st. 1-4, 6-7, alt.; The Lutheran Hymnal,
St. Louis, 1941, st. 5, alt.

Tune: HERZLIEBSTER JESU (11 11 11 5) Johann Criiger, 1598-1662.



